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FROM HUGHES TO ANGELOU
ARTS AND LIFE, page 4

A VERY SINGLE VALENTINE’S DAY
OPINIONS, page 6

TAKE FIVE
FEATURES, page 8

Local art gallery and event space Studio@620
hosted 12 poets last week, each using poetry
to define what Black History Month means to
them.

Valentine’s Day is quickly approaching.
It’s a time to reflect on life, love and the art
of being alone. Arts and Life Editor Carrie
Pinkard tells you why being single isn’t the
end of the world.

Campus Movie Fest returns to campus for its
fifth year. Contributor Gabby Dacosta joined
a team of student filmmakers in their journey
to film a “human story.”
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Federal
agency cancels
meeting with
students
By James Bennett III
jamesbennett@mail.usf.edu

T

JONAH HINEBAUGH | THE CROW’S NEST

The Florida State Fair returned Feb. 6, complete with nauseating roller coasters and cholesterol-raising fried foods. The
fever dream of neon signs illuminating your path to the next rigged ring toss is here until Feb. 17. Whether you’re looking for
a cheat day, a date idea or any amalgamation of oddities, the fair has you covered. See story, page 4.

Students document New
Hampshire presidential primary
Sen. Elizabeth Warren,
D-Mass.; Andrew Yang; and
the New Hampshire GOP.
ast week, 29 USF
During their trip, the
students left for
students went to debates,
a 10-day trip to
met candidates and spoke to
New Hampshire to assist
potential voters.
in presidential primary
The following excerpts
campaign efforts through
are from blog posts the
the university’s “Road to the students have written
White House” class.
throughout their trip.
New Hampshire’s primary
Rebecca Nero, Elizabeth
is on Feb. 11.
Warren campaign
The course only comes
Feb. 6
around every four years,
This was the first day
during the presidential
on our campaigns and it
primaries.
was super exciting!!!! We
The class is worth six
got to meet our campaign
credits. The New Hampshire supervisors and they were
trip counts as three
all nice. We were able to
internship credits, while the
canvas and phone bank to
majority of the semester is
talk to the voters. We are
spent working on seminar
mostly targeting all of the
credits.
undecided voters, something
For the internship
I observed is many people
portion, the students are
were between Warren and
divided among eight
Sanders. Interesting. Overall,
campaigns, including
a great day, love this journey
former Vice President Joe
for me.
Biden; Pete Buttigieg,
Peyton Johnson, Bernie
former Democratic mayor
Sanders campaign
of South Bend, Ind.; Sen.
Feb. 6
Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn.;
I am thrilled to announce
Sen. Bernie Sanders, D-Vt.;
that in combination with a
President Donald Trump;
tour of the non-heated New
By James Bennett III
jamesbennett@mail.usf.edu

L

Hampshire Republican Party,
we got to see Senator Bernie
Sanders on Tuesday(...) He
talked about everything from
prison reform to Medicare
for All. I began to cry
during his discussion about
Medicare for All. I need
a president who will take
care of not only my medical
bills, but my pre-existing
condition(...) I am beyond
proud to be a Sanders
supporter. Tuesday was the
first time I felt seen in this
campaign. The first time I

felt someone was looking
out for me as an American.
Nothing is more American
than creating the freedom to
live happily.
Nicholas Pasierb, President
Donald Trump campaign
Feb. 4
There are only three of
us interning for President
Trump, or for the Republican
party for that matter, out of
the 29 of us so I was sensing
some contempt but I figured
>> SEE PRIMARY on P2

COURTESY OF JUDITHANNE SCOURFIELD MCLAUCHLAN

Former Vice President Joe Biden displays a USF St.
Petersburg T-shirt.

hree USF St. Petersburg
students planned for
months to speak with
representatives of the federal
government about how Title
IX changes would affect them.
Instead, the meeting
was canceled without
notice after the students
had already waited for
roughly half an hour.
The students, who are
all members of the campus’
Sexual Assault Survivors
Support organization, were
expecting to discuss their
rejection of pending Title
IX changes with a member
of the Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, a
subagency of the Office of
Management and Budget
that aims to regulate and
implement the goals of
the Executive branch.
Email records show the
meeting was confirmed on
Dec. 6 for 1 p.m. on Feb. 5.
The Department of
Education proposed the Title
IX changes in November
2018. Title IX is a federal law
that was established in 1972
to prohibit discrimination
on the basis of sex at
federally funded schools.
The law recognizes sexual
harassment and assault as
potential barriers to one’s
educational access and says
schools can be held legally
responsible for ignoring
sexual harassment or assault
under their supervision.
The changes, which
were proposed by U.S.
Secretary of Education
Betsy DeVos, would give
students accused of sexual
misconduct more protection
and reduce the liability of
colleges that investigate
Title IX complaints.
“This was a final rule stage
meeting before the changes
roll out,” said Naya Payne,
who founded SASS. “So this
is one of the last opportunities
for people and or groups
to voice their concerns and
criticisms over the changes
that will be rolling out.”
Payne said he scheduled
>> SEE CANCELS on P2
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PRIMARY, continued from P1
that was part of politics
and was of no big concern.
We were introduced to our
boss, who is only 23, one
year older than me, but it’s
okay because he is amazing
and a true professional.
Since President Trump is
looking pretty much like
the Republican nominee,
we did not have to hit the
ground running (...) After
lunch, we tried to do some
phone banking and we
quickly discovered that it
is not as easy as it seems
(...) We made over 200 calls
each, which feels like a big
number (...) After we left,
we headed to a restaurant
to watch the Democratic
returns come in for the Iowa
caucus. However, after
about 3 hours there, we
left. Guess they didn’t call
anything that night which
is a shame because many of
my classmates stayed up till
almost 2 a.m. from what I
have heard.
Not me... I was definitely
asleep.
Fallia Gregory, Joe Biden
campaign
Feb. 1
I am so excited for
this amazing opportunity
to intern for Presidential
hopeful Joe Biden! I chose
him based on his countless
years of working for us,
the middle class, women,
children, students, workers
and tackles the tough
issues such as immigration,
healthcare and college
affordability(...) This
course will introduce me to
Presidential campaigns and
all that goes into making it
all happen. There will be
late nights, sleepless nights,
but all of that is in order to
fight for what you believe in
to make the world a better
place for all. Having worked
on campaigns previously,
I know some of the hard
work that goes into them
but nothing is quite like
a Presidential campaign!
Beyond honored for this
opportunity and to represent
USF St. Petersburg! Go
Bulls!
Halley Hobbs, Pete
Buttigieg campaign
Feb. 6
Tuesday morning, we
visited the State House in
Concord, New Hampshire.
We had a tour of that
building then went to the
Republican headquarters(...)
We also went canvassing in

Bedford, New Hampshire.
Tuesday night, we went to
Pete’s town hall in Concord.
We helped check people
into the venue, then I heard
him speak for the very first
time. Even though I was
right next to him there were
so many people I wasn’t
able to shake his hand,
but just being a foot away
from him made me happy
and I was able to listen to a
conversation he had with a
man about helping people
with disabilities.
Samantha Fiore, Amy
Klobuchar campaign
Feb. 3
After getting a full
night of sleep, we woke
up bright and early to be
on the vans by 8:30 a.m.
to be at our internship
placements. Jadzia “Jazzy”
Duarte and I made our way
to Amy Klobuchar’s state
headquarters, where we
quickly were given a very
important task: putting
stamps on Commitment to
Vote (CTV) cards.
After putting stamps on
all the CTVs, we took a
nice walk to the post office,
headed back to the office,
and helped prepare for all
of the events Amy has this
week(...) This meant that
we packed three different
boxes with all the necessary
supplies.
After dropping off more
CTVs at the post office
and grabbing a quick
lunch, we headed back to
the office to begin making
phone calls(...) This was an
awesome chance to speak to
voters, hear what some of
their key issues were in this
election (mostly electability
and beating Trump) and
encourage them to consider
voting for Amy.
All-in-all, it was a really
fun first day. Everyone in
Amy’s office was really kind
and appreciative of our help.
It was a rewarding feeling at
the end of the day knowing
we helped contribute,
even a little, to a massive
presidential campaign for an
amazing woman.
Mitchell Etheridge,
Andrew Yang campaign
Feb. 7
Canvassing is the best in
the snow!!
To keep up with the
students during their trip
to New Hampshire, check
the class blog on USF St.
Petersburg’s website.

COURTESY OF JUDITHANNE SCOURFIELD MCLAUCHLAN

Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., poses with students.

COURTESY OF NICHOLAS PASIERB

From left: Mahree Medero, Maria Starr and Nicholas Pasierb are the only students
campaigning for the Republican Party.

COURTESY OF JUDITHANNE SCOURFIELD MCLAUCHLAN

Democratic candidate and philanthropist Tom Steyer poses with students.

CANCELS, continued from P1
the meeting in December,
after receiving an email
from the “It’s On Us”
campaign, which provided
a link and a “Regulatory
Identification Number” that
clarified which rule they
wanted to discuss. It’s On Us
was formed in 2014 under

Barack Obama’s presidential
administration to organize
and engage students with the
prevention of sexual assault.
In the organization’s
email to Payne, It’s On Us
wrote that it had received
news that the proposed Title
IX changes had made it to

the Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs.
“This is the LAST step for
review before the rules are
implemented,” the email said.
SASS attempted to contact
a representative from the
Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs around

1:23 p.m., but was unable
to reach anyone who could
explain why the meeting was
canceled without notice.
The meeting was
scheduled to last half an hour.
The Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs did
not respond to several phone

calls from The Crow’s Nest.
Payne also drafted
a Student Government
resolution last year that
opposed the Title IX changes.
The SG resolution was written
in collaboration with other
colleges’ student governments
throughout the United States.
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Let’s get political: Coalition forms as
primary election looms
By Carrie Pinkard
clarice2@mail.usf.edu

T

he College Democrats
and Turning Point USA
are often found battling
it out on the debate stage.
Since starting a debate
series last semester, the groups
have found they largely
disagree on health care,
immigration, gun control and
foreign affairs. But one thing
they do see eye to eye on is
the importance of voting.
The opposing political
groups have joined together
with Student Government, the
Center for Civic Engagement,
the League of Women Voters,
and Florida PIRG Students to
form the USF St. Petersburg
Vote Coalition. The coalition’s
purpose is to bring as many
students as possible to the
polls for the 2020 primary
and presidential elections.
“We want to make voting
exciting because it really is
so cool. Part of that is making
voting more of an event,” said
Arielle Mizrahi, Florida PIRG
Students field organizer.
To build anticipation for
the voting process, Mizrahi
said the coalition will host
a “March to the Coliseum”
for the primary election
next month, where students
can walk together to their
designated polling place.
Thomas Gay, a coordinator
at the Center for Civic
Engagement, said the center
wanted to be involved in the
coalition to better tailor future
events to what students want.
“When it comes to events
and programs, we want
to offer what students are

COURTESY OF THOMAS GAY

At the Jan. 29 poll party, Student Government put out a poster asking students to
list why they vote.
looking to see on campus,”
Gay said. “No better way
than to work with students
from groups across the
political spectrum, including
Student Government. We’ve
recently seen an increase
in registration and turnout
numbers. In 2020 and
beyond, we want to see those
trends grow even further.”
On Jan. 29, the coalition
hosted a Poll Party in the
Student Life Center atrium
— its first event as a united
group. Students were able
to register to vote, suggest
future debate topics and
contribute to an art project
about why they vote.

A straw poll was taken at
the event to record who was
the favorite 2020 presidential
candidate among students.
Bernie Sanders was the winner
with 12 votes, followed by
Elizabeth Warren with five
and Donald Trump with two.
Kacy Cartmell, president of
USF St. Petersburg’s Turning
Point USA chapter, said she is
looking forward to hosting a
flag event with the coalition.
At this event, students will be
able to write why they choose
to vote on a flag and place it
in the ground around campus.
“I’m most excited about
the flag event because
people walking by it will

be intrigued with what’s
going on and will be more
likely to join in,” Cartmell
said. “I’m also interested
to see all the different
reasons why people vote.”
College Democrats
President Trevor Martindale
said he wanted his club to join
the Vote Coalition because
2020 is “the most important
election of our lifetime.”
Martindale said he is
looking forward to upcoming
debates with Turning
Point USA and that the
clubs plan to use the next
debate to register voters.
That debate will occur
on Monday, March 9, from

7 to 9 p.m. in the University
Student Center Ballrooms.
Students can hear the groups
debate on “Education in
the United States.” Before
or after enjoying the show,
they can register to vote
right outside the ballroom,
where the League of
Women Voters will have a
registration table set up.
The Presidential Preference
Primary in Florida is March
17, but the deadline to
register to vote or change
your political party affiliation
is Feb. 18. Florida is a
closed primary state, which
means you can only vote
for the candidates within
your registered party.
Both Turning Point USA
and the College Democrats
agree it’s crucial that students
show up to the polls.
“Voting allows your voice
to be heard,” Cartmell said. “If
you don’t vote, you miss out
on the opportunity to express
your opinion when it matters
the most: at election time.”
Martindale said the most
common excuse he hears for
students not participating
in the voting process is the
feeling that their single vote
won’t make a difference.
“I believe people must
understand that political
movements do not begin
through an individual,” he
said. “True change relies
on collective action from
multiple individuals.
“If you do not play
your vital role as the
individual who makes up the
movement, the movement
will inevitably fail.”

Ethics and Debate team seeks funding

By Savannah Carr
savannahc4@mail.usf.edu

M

embers of the Ethics
and Debate team
say it is an academic
competition club that brings
home the most trophies,
yet the team receives the
least amount of funding.
The club started in 2015
as a group that focused on
ethical issues but recently
switched gears to include a
debate component. Now that
it has established a reputation
for itself, club members are
seeking more financial support
from Student Government.
“Originally, we were
just interested in Ethics
Bowl events,” said Ryan
McGahan, the team’s former
president. “Then we wanted
to expand because there
wasn’t a debate team on
campus here or in Tampa.”
Each fall, the ethics side
of the team competes at the
Southeastern Regional Ethics

Bowl. In the spring, the team
travels to two international
competitions — one in Boston
and the other in Los Angeles.
Last year, the team
placed second at the
International Business
Ethics and Sustainability
Competition in Los Angeles.
At the debate team’s
competition on Feb. 8,
Jonathan Hatzistefanou
won top novice speaker and
third overall speaker. Julia
Linkogle and Hatzistefanou
also qualified for semifinals.
The student organization had
two teams at the parliamentary
debate competition last
semester. One team won first
place and the other second.
“They brought home the
trophies and I took them,
brought them to Student
Government and said, ‘Look
at these trophies. Can we have
some money?’’’ McGahan said.
In fact, the only trophies

in the Bayboro Hall trophy
case are from the Ethics
and Debate team.
“We’re winning a lot of
competitions,” said Tijen
Jones, the team’s president.
“The funding we are getting
doesn’t necessarily equate.”
Struggling for funding
Until last semester, the
team received $5,000 in
funding from Northwestern
Mutual, but after a change
to the company’s donation
policy, the funding was cut.
“We used that funding as
a seed to raise more to get
to $10,000,” McGahan said.
“When they would see $5,000
of $10,000 already reached,
they would pitch in.”
Now that their biggest
donor has backed out, other
donors are following suit.
However, the team did
receive around $1,100
in funding from Student
Government’s special funding

committee, which usually covers
one-time expenses — just
enough to get the team to the
international competition and
the spring parliamentary debate.
“Right now, our coaches
aren’t being paid,” Jones said.
“They are just all volunteering.
We have to pay for gas,
airline tickets and hotels.
There are a lot of expenses
people don’t think about.”
The team is applying
for an annual budget this
semester, which is allocated
by SG from student Activities
and Services fee revenue.
“We’re looking for anyone
who is willing to pitch in
just a little,” Jones said.
Another issue the team
faces is its categorization.
According to Jones, the team is
considered a club but should be
labeled as an academic team.
“There is no other team
like us on this campus,” Jones
said. “A lot of other colleges

have (a team) and the other
colleges have an amount of
funding that can be given.”
Anyone can join the team,
and general meetings are
every Monday from 5 to 7
p.m. in the University Student
Center’s Coral Room.
“When we meet every
Monday, we play some games,
have a discussion,” McGahan
said. “Just a lot of hanging out.
It’s way more informal than
the name makes it sound.”
Each meeting is run by the
member who presents the group
with a topic. The group does
not debate the topic chosen,
but rather discusses different
opinions and viewpoints.
“Monday meetings can
range from just five people to
17 people sitting down and
having a conversation,” Jones
said. “It’s very free-form.”
News editor James Bennett
III contributed to this report.
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Studio@620 explores black history
By Dylan Hart
dhart4@mail.usf.edu
hat happens to a
dream deferred?
For the poets
at the Studio@620’s
Black History Month
Poetry Showcase, it
comes out on stage.
Twelve local poets
performed at the studio on
Feb. 6, reading a mixture of
original poetry and pieces
from black poets throughout
history. Maya Angelou and
Langston Hughes were in
no short supply, but the
performers were willing to
explore obscure and unknown
black poetry as well.
The 12 poets were selected
by curator and co-host Miesha
Brundridge, who “picked and
chose” them from the studio’s
monthly poetry open mic.
The show opened with
trumpet player Thaddeus
Dziekonski playing classic
jazz tunes, like Duke
Ellington’s “Take the
‘A’ Train” and “It Don’t
Mean a Thing (If It Ain’t
Got That Swing),” both
links to black history.
When performers stepped
up to perform on the rug
in front of the studio’s
upright Steinway piano, with
moody red lights beaming
at them from the ceiling,
they explored a number of
common themes relating
to what Black History

Month means to them.
One common theme
was American history,
perhaps most clearly shown
in Studio@620 founder
and director Bob Devin
Jones’ choice of poem
in Langston Hughes’ “I,
Too, Sing America,” read
by poet Sharon Scott in
his stead due to illness.
Scott was confident and
unafraid to belt “America!” on
the word’s frequent recurrence
in the poem, which explored
the duality of American pride
and America’s dark past.
Also coming up in several
poems was the theme of
memories –– memories of
people from long ago.
Poet Sarah Reese
remembered a black musician
named Emile Latimer, a
guitarist who played with
Nina Simone. She served
him while she was a waiter
in Buffalo, New York, and
remembers that “everyone
called him Papa Emile.”
His 2013 obituary in The
Buffalo News calls him a
“mentor to area musicians.”
Reese remembered that
Latimer and Simone, by
coincidence, both wrote
songs titled “Black Is the
Color of My True Love’s
Hair.” Reese read both.
Poet and USF St.
Petersburg student Julia
Linkogle also used memory to
reflect on her late grandfather,

Story and photos
by Jonah Hinebaugh
jonahh@mail.usf.edu

in free after 5 p.m. on Feb. 13.
To get on the rides or kiss
your crush at the top of the
Ferris wheel as the sun sets,
tickets can be purchased at
the fair, or an armband can be
bought online –– this is not the
same as your general admission.
Our fair overlords were
gracious enough to offer free
parking and even assistance
if you get a flat tire or lock
your keys in your car while
riding that intense sugar high.
As most locals know,
traffic is god-awful on
I-275. So if you’re trying
to go, be reasonable and
don’t go when it’s 5 p.m.
Food and fun
Food may be fun, but The
Crow’s Nest isn’t quite ready
to categorize a peanut butter
ramen burger –– an ungodly
concoction comprised of a
quarter-pound burger topped
with chow mein cabbage
slaw, peanut butter Asian
vinaigrette and sandwiched
between two buns made of
ramen –– as a good time.
How about sticks shoved
through steak, cheeseburgers and
cheese-filled hot dogs? Closer.
One thing that can be
said about the food is it’s
thematic and drenched in

W
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Co-hosts and poets Denzel Johnson-Green (left) and Miesha
Brundridge pose after the Feb. 6 poetry showcase.

linking him to black poet
Yusef Komunyakaa. Both
were Vietnam War veterans,
and Komunyakaa’s poem
“Camouflaging the Chimera”
explores his experience there.
Linkogle also wrote a new
poem as a tribute to both.

The poets’ energy could
be traced up and down, like
a mountain range. Some
poets belted loud notes and
let their dresses sway as they
danced. Others preferred to
remain calm, letting only
words and occasional hand

gestures work instead.
Another recurring
theme was childhood. Poet
Alexandra Morgan, who
Brundridge described as a
“snowbird,” used the work
of poet Nikki Giovanni to
reflect on her own childhood.
Giovanni’s poem
“Nikki-Rosa” explored how
outsiders misunderstand
poor black childhoods as
horrible and difficult, even
though the author was
happy. Conversely, Morgan’s
reflection on her own white
childhood tackles how it was
unhappy despite perceived
wealth and social status.
Nearing the end of the
show, house manager,
co-host and poet Denzel
Johnson-Green read
an original poem titled
“White Water Jutsu Hidden
Technique,” an abstract
piece comparing the ocean
and how people interact,
especially regarding race.
Beforehand, he spoke
candidly to the crowd of
about 40 attendees.
“I hope you learn and
become more aware of black
issues, but also how it spills
into other types of issues for
gay people and for different
classes of people and for
different abilities,” JohnsonGreen said. “Don’t let it end
here with black history.”

Florida State Fair returns
for its deep-fried crown

D

eep-fried foodies,
capsaicin connoisseurs
and high schoolers
looking for date ideas have been
blessed by small-time capitalists.
The not-so-neat slice of
Americana comes in the form
of the Florida State Fair, which
opened Feb. 6. The fair, at 4800
U.S. Hwy. 301 N in Tampa, is
here for a week and a half.
From cover bands and pig
races to jalapeño-chocolate ice
cream and s’mores doughnuts,
it draws a total crowd of about
480,000 –– making it one of the
top 50 largest in the country.
So if you’re looking for a
cheat day that totals what you
might eat in a week or want to
partake in brain-rattling roller
coasters, look no further than
this local point of interest.
If you go
The fair has plenty of options
to purchase tickets, including its
website and participating Publix
stores. General admission costs
$11 on weekdays and $14 for
weekends and grants you access
to most shows, exhibits and
musical acts. But with a valid
university ID, students can get

calories. For example, deep
fried strawberry shortcake
sundaes from DeAnna’s
Steak Sundaes, and The Orie,
featuring sweet cream filling
stuffed between two chocolate
funnel cake batter cookies.
The s’mores doughnut
from Peachey’s Baking Co.
lets your teeth form cavities
just by peering at it. It’s a
dripping mess of marshmallow
puff oozing between two
doughnuts with fudge on
top and will run you $8.
After that, you can
head over to the “Ripley’s
Believe it or Not” exhibit
and ask if they believe you
just ate that. Alternatively,
you can watch people churn
butter at a re-creation of
19th-century Florida living
–– sans the unsavory parts.
No matter how you plan
your trip to the fair, it’s sure
to be a gut-busting, antacidchewing, questionabledecision-making experience.
What’s more fun than that?
Jonah Hinebaugh is an
intern at WUSF Public Media,
where this information was
originally published.

Florida State Fair guests ride the Wave Swinger on Feb. 7.
The ride costs 5 tickets, or $6.

The s’mores doughnut from Peachey’s Baking Co. costs
$8. It features a marshmallow puff sandwiched between
two glazed doughnuts with a fudge drizzle and toasted
marshmallow on top.
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A college student’s guide to zero-waste
By Katlynn Mullins
katlynnm@mail.usf.edu
saw the infamous sea
turtle video a few years
ago — the one with a
human trying to pull the straw
out of the turtle’s nose.
I knew veganism was
lessening my carbon
footprint, but I also knew
I could do more.
I bought metal straws
and thought I was Superman
reincarnated. Yet I cared more
about that sea turtle than
myself or Lois Lane. I swore
I was making a difference.
I wasn’t. I found out living
a “zero-waste” lifestyle is a
lot more than metal straws
and refillable water bottles.
It’s also a lot harder.
For one, it can be
expensive. That makes it
feel daunting, but once you
set aside the perfectionism,
it’s not that bad.
“Zero-waste” is not only
collecting a mason jar’s
worth of trash in five years.
It’s an effort to reduce the
amount of trash being sent
to a landfill — meaning
recyclables and compost
aren’t technically waste.
It doesn’t have to be
expensive. It doesn’t have to
be fancy. These four stores
have proven that, but they’re
by no means foolproof.
Trader Joe’s
2742 Fourth St. N,
St. Petersburg
You don’t have to stock
up on new mason jars that
come wrapped in plastic.
Start with buying more
things in glass containers.
Salsa, pasta sauce and
kombucha are where I
started. Trader Joe’s marinara
is $1.99, and it sells GT’s
Kombucha, which comes
in a glass container.
Those containers
can be used to store
food items or replace a
refillable water bottle.
Trader Joe’s produce is
affordable and high-quality,
but most of it comes with
a sticker or is wrapped in
plastic like everything else.
However, if I can’t find things
I need in bulk, like pasta, rice
or coffee, I’ll buy it here.
The company’s produce
bags are compostable,
meaning that if they’re placed
in the right conditions —
like a compost bin — the
plastic breaks down faster.
(Not to be mistaken with
biodegradable, which can
break down anywhere.)
City Produce
2701 Fourth St. N
This place is right across
the street from Trader Joe’s,
has package-free produce and
is open seven days a week.
I was skeptical but
instantly changed my mind
after my visit. The produce
is really cheap — I’m
talking a bunch of broccoli,
two bell peppers, one red
onion, five apples and seven
bananas for $10.78 — while
still being beautiful.
Keep in mind that it wasn’t
completely waste-free. There
was a rubber band around
the broccoli, and stickers
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Trader Joe’s is an easy place to find cheap alternatives to glass containers.

EMILY WUNDERLICH | THE CROW’S NEST

Grab a cute house plant or buy local art with your kale at the Saturday Morning Market.

KATLYNN MULLINS | THE CROW’S NEST

City Produce is open seven days a week and sells cheap produce.

on a few of the fruits and
vegetables, but that’s better
than everything being in bags.
Speaking of bags, bring
your own instead of opting
for the plastic ones.
Saturday Morning Market
101 First Ave. SE
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
The market isn’t as
accessible to working
students, but it’s walking
distance from campus. I
prefer the produce I find
here to City Produce’s.
It’s similarly priced, but
there are more options.
I still have a lot of
exploring to do, but there’s
a bakery every weekend
(with bread you can wrap
up yourself), and items can’t
be sold in plastic bags. A lot
of vendors keep paper ones
on hand, but bringing your
own reusable ones is safer.
Your produce is less likely
to spill out of the bottom.
Also, you can grab a cute
house plant or buy local art.
The Refillery
7490 30th Ave. N, Suite B
Hours vary day-today, listed online
After you’ve saved up
a few pasta jars, head to
The Refillery. It’s about 20
minutes from campus.
It makes cleaning supplies
and self-care items. I’ve
gotten a jar full of lavenderscented laundry detergent and
all-purpose cleaning spray
for less than $10. It even
offers essential oils and has
a bar to create DIY beauty
supplies, like body scrub, rose
water, bath salts and more.
The store also sells
reusable containers for
a few dollars each.
It’s hard to be perfect
In the five years
since I’ve seen the turtle
video, I’ve become more
mindful, but I haven’t
figured out food waste.
I ask for paper bags to
put my garbage in when I go
to Trader Joe’s, but I don’t
have a compost system.
The city will distribute
bins, but me and all of my
friends live in apartments
and don’t have gardens.
I keep my recyclables
in a bin and drive it to my
parent’s house whenever I
visit, but not everybody lives
an hour away from home.
With Lucky’s Market
announcing its closing and
no Sprouts Farmers Market
within a 10-mile radius,
I’ve been searching for an
easily accessible, decently
priced bulk food store but
keep coming up short.
Rollin’ Oats, 2842 Dr.
M.L.K. Jr. St. N., offers
bulk coffee but prefers
that you don’t bring in jars
(though the coffee bags can
be recycled). It’s incredibly
expensive though — I’m
talking almost $5 per pound
of rice. The store does have
compostable bags, though.
It’s hard to achieve
perfection, but making
an effort is better than
nothing. And, yes, tossing
your plastic soda bottle in
the recycle bin is a start.
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Table for one: The art of
being alone on Valentine’s Day
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T

he last time I had a
date for Valentine’s
Day, he showed up at
my house with a half-eaten
bag of Hershey’s kisses.
“I went to lunch with my
grandma, and she didn’t
want the rest of these,”
he said, plopping them
in my hand. He then told
me he forgot to make a
reservation for dinner.
We ended up at Chili’s,
the second least romantic
restaurant after a Wawa
gas station. I ordered a
margarita in an attempt to
save the night and still have
fun. When I went to order
a second one he said, “Do
you really need that?”
And those words made

Valentine’s Day is coming up Feb. 14. Regardless of your relationship status, Arts
and Life Editor Carrie Pinkard encourages you to love yourself.

me realize that I didn’t
“need” any of this.
I didn’t need to mask
my discomfort with a
sweet-yet-salty pink drink.
I didn’t need a date on
Valentine’s Day with a guy
who merely tolerated me.
I didn’t need a romantic
partner in my life at all.
That night, my thighs
sticking to a Chili’s booth,
I felt lonelier sitting across
from another person than I
ever did being by myself.
Years later, I realize
how complete I am without
another person. I realize
how amazing it is to come

home after a long day and
sit in my studio apartment
alone. I realize the thrill
of listening to terrible
music at whatever volume
I like and having full
control of the TV remote.
Sometimes, Valentine’s
Day will approach, and I
will wonder if Cupid got
lost in IKEA on his way to
find me. I wonder if I don’t
put myself “out there”
enough. I wonder if I put
up too many emotional
barriers to ever let
someone get to know me.
But then I think about
what I do have. I have

so much love in my life
without romance.
Some of the best
Valentine’s Days I’ve ever
had were spent with my
friends. One year we filled
balloons up with paint
and threw darts at them
a la Mia Thermopolis.
Another time, we threw a
girls-only party and read
what we loved about each
other out of a “snap cup.”
I don’t know when
(or if) romantic love will
stumble into my life again.
I am certain,
however, that alone is
a thousand times better
than unappreciated.
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es, I’m a fan of
Sonic the Hedgehog.
It’s weird to
admit that to a college
newspaper and my peers.
I’ve been hooked ever
since I got my hands on
a Dreamcast console and
played hours upon hours of
the 1998 masterpiece “Sonic
Adventure.” The solid
soundtrack blaring through
the TV while my eyes were
glued to the screen threw
me into the world of Sonic
the Hedgehog.
I get some frequently
asked questions. For

instance: “You know Mario
is better than Sonic, right?”
or the classic “You know
Sonic games suck, right?”
I’m completely aware
of the franchise’s infamous
“Sonic ‘06” debacle —
when fans criticized the
game as incomplete and
littered with glitches —
along with some interesting
plot points including guns,
a hedgehog turning into a
“Werehog,” and of course,
the classic scene of Sonic
kissing a human.
Yikes.
I’m aware of the strange
and questionable choices
that SEGA has so graciously
given us, but I’m naturally
an optimistic person.
Now, here’s a frequently
asked question I’ve been
getting for the past year:
“So, that Sonic movie, huh?”
Where do I begin?
When the first designs
started to float around and
the first trailer eventually
made its way through
Twitter timelines, I was
flabbergasted. They really

had to make him look…
ugly?
I know I sound dramatic,
but from a stylistic
standpoint, I was not happy
at all. Keep in mind that,
yes, it is a live-action movie,
and it makes sense to have
him more stylized to fit with
his environment.
But human teeth? The
eyes? The ungodly body
proportions are what grossed
me out the most. This really
got approved to be the
official model for a movie?
It confused me greatly. It
really communicated to me
that Hollywood’s “cool and
hip” wannabe designers
really did the blue hedgehog
dirty.
Cue Tyson Hesse, one
of the artists for the “Sonic
the Hedgehog” comics and
the animation director for
the well-received “Sonic
Mania” game released in
2017. He jumped on board
to redesign Sonic, which
pushed back the release date
to Feb. 14, 2020.
Since he and the other

animators cracked down
on the redesign, my respect
and hope for the movie
have slowly returned. I give
major props to the animators
for how they really captured
Sonic’s essences, especially
for the big screen.
Sonic looked more like,
well, himself. He still had
a real-world feel, but they
captured how he was still a
cartoon character: big green
eyes that were pleasant to
look at, teeth that actually
looked like they belonged
to him –– aka not human
–– and a body that looked
like his. That’s the upbeat,
snappy dude we were
missing from the start of this
movie mishmash.
Sonic has been through
rough patches, but there is
no need to linger on the past.
I look forward to seeing the
movie, and I hope fans and
peers alike can enjoy it.
Until then, I say, “Hey,
Sonic! Enjoy your movie ––
It’s gonna be great!”

7 February 10, 2020

THE C ROW ’S NE ST

Student art aims Valentine’s week brings sex
to abolish ICE and love art show to campus

By Dylan Hart
dhart4@mail.usf.edu

A

rt might be the
weapon to shut
down injustices
from Immigration and
Customs Enforcement,
says USF St. Petersburg
student Jenna Sierra.
Sierra, a political science
major and the secretary
for the League of Women
Voters’ St. Petersburg
chapter, said she’s looking
for art from students to
represent the experiences of
undocumented immigrants
to be displayed at USF
St. Petersburg in April.
“I’m trying to get as many
artists — locally and within
the school — as possible,”
she said. “I would really
like it to be in solidarity
with Central and MexicanAmericans because those
are the people most hurt by
ICE in the detention centers
and by rapid deportations.”
The deadline for the
show, titled “migration
is beautiful,” is April 5.
It will be hosted by the
League of Women Voters.
Although the League
of Women Voters is a
nonpartisan organization,
it does have a set stance
on immigration, among
other issues. On the
League of Women Voters
website, president Chris
Carson said that the
organization “is opposed to
deportation of non-criminal

undocumented immigrants.”
Furthermore, Chief
Executive Officer Virginia
Kase called ICE’s detention
and deportation policies
“inhumane” and “an insult
to our democracy.”
Sierra says that her
personal interest in the issue
came from her childhood
in Dover, about 7 miles
southwest of Plant City.
“It’s a migrant
community,” she said.
“It’s a very big area for
strawberries with a lot
of migrants. I’ve seen
firsthand what ICE can
do to a community. These
people are law-abiding
and they’re just living
their life participating
in their economy.”
The plan, therefore,
is to abolish ICE by
raising awareness of
migrants’ experiences.
“Sometimes, people don’t
want to care about politics,”
she said. “But sometimes
you can see something that
will really move you and
help you empathize and
understand other people.
At the end of the day,
that’s what this is about.
“I think art is a beautiful
way of conveying that.”
If you would like to
submit art, contact Sierra at
jennasierra@mail.usf.edu.

A 2D animation video titled “The Crush” by artist Angela Maxfield played on a
continuous loop at last year’s “Ineffable: A Look at Sex, Love and Relationships”
art show. Maxfield took the prize of first place.
Story and photo by
Thomas Iacobucci
tiacobucci@mail.usf.edu

I

neffable (adjective):
Too great or extreme
to be described in
words; not to be uttered.
For the second year,
the Dean of Students
Ambassadors will host
its art show depicting
sex, love, relationships
and all of the intricacies
in between.
“Ineffable: A Look
at Sex, Love, and

Relationships” will be
held on Feb. 12 at 6 p.m.
in The Edge and will
feature the work of USF
St. Petersburg students
across all mediums. The
exhibit will showcase
the artists’ attempts at
defining their own views
of love while navigating
diverse types of
relationships and other
elements of romance.
Last year’s show
contained 50 pieces

submitted by about
30 people. Every
entry submitted was
accepted and ranged
by photography
and ceramics to oil
works on canvas.
Last year, of the
50 pieces submitted,
three were granted
awards from student
and faculty jurors,
and one was awarded
the “fan favorite,”
nominated by attendees.

W h at to do t his we e k : Fe b. 1 0 -1 6
By Brianna Rodriguez
blrodriguez@mail.usf.edu
MONDAY
USF St. Petersburg
will host an author
lecture for the book
“The Flight Portfolio”
by Julie Orringer.
The book is based
on the true story of
Varian Fry, who saved
the lives of artists
and writers fleeing
the Nazis after the
invasion of France. The
lecture will be in the
University Student
Center Ballrooms
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
The event is free and
open to the public.
TUESDAY
It doesn’t matter if
you’re single or cuffed;

everyone can enjoy
a memorable photo.
Visit Harborwalk
between 11 a.m. and
2 p.m. to snap some
shots at the Valentine’s
Day photo booth
hosted by USF St.
Petersburg Compass
Student Experience.
Celebrate Black
History Month and
test your knowledge
with Black History
Trivia at Rawk Star
Cafe, 740 Central
Ave., from 7 to 9 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
Visit a student art
exhibit highlighting the
ups and downs of sex,
love and relationships.
“Ineffable 2: A

Look at Sex, Love &
Relationships” will
have a panel of judges
consisting of students
and staff to choose
the top three winners.
The event is hosted by
the Dean of Students
Ambassadors and will
take place at The Edge
from 6 to 9 p.m.
THURSDAY
Bring an end to your
broke college life with
a new job. Whether
you need a part-time
or a full-time gig, the
Career Center’s Job
and Internship Fair
has plenty of employers
to meet. Visit the USC
Ballrooms from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. The

Career Center will
provide interview
clothing if needed.
FRIDAY
We all know it’s
Valentine’s Day, but
before Cupid hits you,
plan ahead. Learn
about safer sex supplies
and how to use them,
and stock up on free
supplies at the Wellness
Center’s Healthy
Bulls Bungalow on
Harborwalk from
noon to 2 p.m.
SATURDAY
Get your plate of
greens at the Tampa
Bay Collard Green
Festival. Meet with
local chefs and foodies

to gain a taste of
African American
history. The festival
will be from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. at the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson
African American
Museum, 2240 Ninth
Ave. S. The event is
free to the public.
SUNDAY
Break out your inner
flower child and visit
the Gulfport Peace,
Love & Pride Festival
at the Gulfport Casino
and Beach, 5500
Gulfshore Blvd., from
noon to 6 p.m. This
event is free and will
have local vendors and
live music.
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From students to filmmakers: One
team’s take on Campus Movie Fest

Wingle and Dennard worked together to produce a short film about a cowboy “trying to find his way.”
Story by Gabby Dacosta
Photos by Cassidy Schuck
Contributors

F

rom an abandoned
soggy Bible and used
dirty cups to lively
bars and long city streets,
a team of participants
from USF St. Petersburg’s
Campus Movie Fest used
the convenience of their
surroundings to produce their
own film on transformation
and masculinity.
With a video camera in
her hands, a cowboy hat on
his head and a city of options,
senior marketing major Julia
Wingle and local artist Robert
Dennard III, 25, strolled to
several locations the night of
Feb. 8 to film for their movie.
“You don’t need a
professional camera
or a recording booth,”
Dennard said. “If you
have an idea, just do it.”
Although it may not be
high-production, Dennard
encourages people to make
their ideas come to life.
With a generation that
has such easy access to
“everything we need,” he
said, it’s much easier now to
produce creative projects.
Hopping through
downtown locales like the
Ringside Café and Central
Cigars, they made their
surroundings work for
them while filming. With
unplanned props at bars
and organic interactions
with curious people, they
ventured through the night,
welcoming anything.
Although the film has
underlying messages about
conformity and masculinity,
Dennard said the dramedy is
“not too serious” and doesn’t
target a specific demographic.

It’s more of a “human story.”
Participating for the
fourth time, Wingle has
been producing films for the
festival since her freshman
year. Starting just for fun, she
quickly realized how much
she enjoyed it and continued.
“I really liked it, and
it’s a good way to have a
creative outlet,” she said.
Despite having a busy
schedule, she made time
to participate for her final
time in the festival.
Dennard, under the
moniker Acute Perception,
also has experience with
production. He has acted and
written for short films, worked
as a graphic designer and
photographer and recorded
and directed music videos for
local and regional bands.
Wingle films Dennard in the streets of St. Petersburg for their short film for USF St.
With real equipment and
a strict schedule, Wingle
Petersburg’s fifth annual Campus Movie Fest.
said the festival gives her
experience and skills she can
use in real life, as well as
content to add to her portfolio.
“A lot of people dismiss
this kind of thing for school,
but it’s a really valuable
experience,” said Dennard.
With a few more days
and scenes of shooting,
they must submit their
finished film by Feb. 11.
USF St. Petersburg’s fifth
annual Campus Movie Fest
welcomed any USF students
interested in participating.
With free equipment and
a week to film and edit,
students were given the
opportunity to create a
five-minute short film.
As decided by judges,
the top 16 films will be
showcased at the premiere
on Feb. 17 at 7:30 p.m.
in the University Student
Although the film has underlying messages about conforming and masculinity, Dennard
Center ballrooms.
said the dramedy is “not too serious” and doesn’t target a specific demographic.

